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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application No. 1 0/631 ,209 filed on 
05/28/2008. Claims 1-16, 23-38, and 45-60 are pending and have been 
examined. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election of Group I, Claims 1-16, 23-38, and 45-60 in the reply 
filed on 05/28/2008 is acknowledged. 

Claims 17-22, 39-44, and 61-66 withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there 
being no allowable generic or linking claim. The Election was made in the reply 
filed on 05/28/2008. 

However, the applicant has not indicated whether the election was made 
with or without traverse. Please indicate in the next response whether or not 
the following election of Group I, Claims 1-16, 23-38, and 45-60 were made with 
or without traverse. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed on 03/1 8/2004 and 
06/14/2004 is considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the International application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 4-8, 10-11, 14-16, 23, 26-30, 32-33, 36-38, 45, 48-52, 54-55, 
and 58-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cliane et 
al. (US 2003/0084449). 

Consider claims 1, 23, and 45, Cliane teaches a computer- 
readable medium, apparatus, and metliod for displaying information 
(Fig.lA; Paragraph 0054), comprising: 

a device (40 set-top box), comprising: 

a processor (Paragraph 0054 teaches software that is used 
by the set-top box for executing the invention. It inherently has a 
processor for runnin/processing the computer software); and 

a memory having stored thereon an instruction set to be 
executed, the instruction set, when executed by said processor 
(Paragraph 0054 teaches the client-side computer software may be 
flashed onto the set-top box. The set-top box must have a memory 
for storing the software, in order for software to be flashed onto the 
set-top box), causes the processor to perform the steps of: 

displaying a television ticker on a display device 
associated with said device, said television ticker comprising 
of a plurality of information items (Fig.lA; Paragraph 0013, 
0031); 
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automatically displaying one or more of said plurality 
of information items in a predetermined order (Paragraph 
0040); and 

interrupting said automatic display of said one or 
more of said plurality of information items in response to 
receiving a user input (Paragraph 0041). 

Consider claims 4, 26, and 48, Chane teaches wherein said 
plurality of information items are divided into a plurality of categories 
(Paragraph 0012-0013, 0031). 

Consider claims 5, 27, and 49, Chane teaches further causing the 
processor to perform the step of displaying one or more information items 
selected by said user (Paragraph 0041). 

Consider claims 6, 28, and 50, Chane teaches further causing the 
processor to perform the steps of: determining a category selected by said 
user; and displaying one or more information items from said plurality of 
information items, said one or more information items being related to said 
selected category (Paragraph 0041 , 0039). 

Consider claims 7, 29, and 51, Chane teaches further causing the 
processor to perform the steps of: determining a sub-category selected by 
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said user; and displaying one or more information items from said plurality 
of information items, said one or more information items being related to 
said selected sub-category (Paragraph 0032, 0041 , 0039). 

Consider claims 8, 30, and 52, Chane teaches further causing the 
processor to perform the steps of: determining whether a current category 
comprises at least one sub-category; and automatically displaying 
information items under each of said at least one subcategory in response 
to determining that said current category comprises at least one 
subcategory (Paragraph 0032, 0041, 0039). 

Consider claims 10, 32, and 54, Chane teaches further causing 
the processor to perform the step of receiving said plurality of information 
items over a broadcast network (Paragraph 0048, 0051 , 0054, 0109). 

Consider claims 11, 33, and 55, Chane teaches further causing 
the processor to perform the step of receiving said plurality of information 
items over an interactive television network (Fig.1 A; Paragraph 0028, 
0048, 0051,0054, 0109) 

Consider claims 14, 36, and 58, Chane teaches further causing 
the processor to perform the step of receiving said plurality of information 
items over a data network (Paragraph 0048, 0051 , 0054, 0109). 
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Consider claims 15, 37, and 59, Cliane teaclies furtlier causing 
tlie processor to perform tine step of displaying said television ticker in 
response to receiving a signal to display said television ticker (Paragraph 
0030). 

Consider claims 16, 38, and 60, Chane teaches wherein said 
display device is associated with an interactive television device 
(Paragraph 0030, 0054). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-3, 9, 12-13, 24-25, 31, 34-35, 46-47, 53, and 56-57 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chane et al. (US 
2003/0084449) in view of Knudson et al. (US 6,536,041). 

Consider claims 2, 24, and 46, Chane teaches further causing the 

processor to perform the step of continuing said automatic display of said 
one or more of said plurality of information items upon expiration of a 
predetermined time period. 
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In an analogous art Knudson teaches, continuing said automatic 
display of said one or more of said plurality of information items upon 
expiration of a predetermined time period (Col 15: lines 48-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Chane's system to include continuing said automatic 
display of said one or more of said plurality of information items upon 
expiration of a predetermined time period, as taught by Knudson, for the 
advantage of providing a more convenient display method, allowing for 
users to view desired information, without having to perform extra actions, 
relieving burden from the user. 

Consider claims 3, 25, and 47, Chane teaches further causing the 
processor to perform the step of continuing said automatic display of said 
one or more of said plurality of information items upon expiration of a 
predetermined time period during which no user input is received. 

In an analogous art Knudson teaches, continuing said automatic 
display of said one or more of said plurality of information items upon 
expiration of a predetermined time period during which no user input is 
received (Col 15: lines 48-53, 39-42). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Chane's system to include continuing said automatic 
display of said one or more of said plurality of information items upon 
expiration of a predetermined time period during which no user input is 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/631 ,209 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

received, as taught by Knudson, for the advantage of providing a more 
convenient display method, allowing for users to view desired information, 
without having to perform extra actions, relieving burden from the user. 

Consider claims 9, 31, and 53, Chane does not explicitly teach 
further causing the processor to perform the step of receiving said plurality 
of information items over a satellite system. 

In an analogous art Knudson teaches, receiving said plurality of 
information items over a satellite system (Col 5: line 53 - Col 6: line 10, 
Col 6: lines 26-30, 34-43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Chane's system to include receiving said plurality of 
information items over a satellite system, as taught by Chane, for the 
advantage of being able to provide information to users located in further 
locations, whose only form of communications may be wireless. 

Consider claims 12, 34, and 56, Chane teaches further causing 
the processor to perform the step of receiving said plurality of information 
items over an interactive television network (Fig.1 A; Paragraph 0028, 
0048, 0051, 0054, 0109), but does not explicitly teach using an RF signal. 

In an analogous art Knudson teaches, receiving plurality of 
information items using an RF signal (Col 5: line 53 - Col 6: line 10, Col 6: 
lines 26-30, 34-43). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sl<ill 
in the art to modify Chane's system to include receiving plurality of 
information items using an RF signal, as taught by Chane, for the 
advantage of providing information via a well established system, with 
local existing infrastructure, communicating information to large masses of 
people. 

Consider claims 13, 35, and 57, Chane does not explicitly teach 
further causing the processor to perform the step of receiving said plurality 
of information items over a cable system. 

In an analogous art Knudson teaches, receiving said plurality of 
information items over a cable system (Col 5: line 53 - Col 6: line 10, Col 
6: lines 26-30, 34-43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Chane's system to include receiving said plurality of 
information items over a cable system, as taught by Chane, for the 
advantage of providing information via a well established system, with 
widespread existing infrastructure, communicating information to large 
masses of people. 
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Cited Prior Art 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Billmaier et al. discloses categories, subcategories, and content 
items in a ticker in (US 2003/0226152). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to JASON K. LIN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1446. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9:00AM- 
6:00PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Brian T. Pendleton can be reached on (571)272-7527. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jason Lin 

07/31/2008 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



